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JUSTICE IN POLICING ACT VS. JUSTICE ACT 

Note: Because the U.S. has a federalist system of government, much of the policing authority resides at 
state and local levels. Congress’ primary lever for change is budgetary, taking the form of grants. There 
are many important avenues for change at state and local levels that this chart does not address. 

 Justice in Policing Act 
(House) 

JUSTICE Act 
(Senate) 

Limits 
chokeholds and 
other uses of 
force 

Yes a. Prohibits the use of 
chokeholds “except when 
deadly force is authorized” 

b. Limits use of “less lethal” 
force only if such force is 
“necessary and proportional” 

c. Requires federal officers to 
identify themselves and issue 
certain verbal warnings to a 
suspect prior to the use of 
force, when feasible  

No Does not restrict the use of 
deadly or less-lethal force, but 
does require reporting by law 
enforcement 

No-knock 
warrants 

Partially Sets legal limits on the practice No Requires reporting and data 
collection 

Racial profiling 
 

Yes Prohibits racial profiling, although 
it lacks strong enforcement 
mechanisms 

No Does not address racial profiling  

Qualified 
immunity 

Partially Limits qualified immunity for 
federal, state, and local 
enforcement officers  

No Does not address qualified 
immunity 

Law 
enforcement 
misconduct and 
disciplinary 
records 

Yes Creates a National Police 
Misconduct Registry maintained 
and requires states that receive 
federal funding to report such 
information  

Partially Requires states that receive 
federal funding to “maintain a 
system for sharing disciplinary 
records of law enforcement 
officers” 

Body cameras Yes Increases use of body cameras by 
state and local law enforcement 
while mandating use for federal 
officers 

Yes Increases use of body cameras 
by state and local law 
enforcement 

Eliminate 
Federal 
Programs that 
Provide Military 
Equipment to 
Law 
Enforcement 

Partially Limits the transfer of certain 
equipment but does not end the 
program entirely 

No Does not address the transfer of 
military equipment 

Police Unions No Does not address police unions No Does not address police unions 
 
For more information on police funding, see: https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-
and-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/police-and-corrections-expenditures 
 
Sources:  
Police reform, defunding, and abolition, explained 
Yes, We Mean Literally Abolish the Police 
Why “Crime” Isn’t the Question and Police Aren’t the Answer 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/LSB/LSB10498
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-and-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/police-and-corrections-expenditures
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-and-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/police-and-corrections-expenditures
https://www.vox.com/21312191/police-reform-defunding-abolition-black-lives-matter-protests
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/opinion/sunday/floyd-abolish-defund-police.html
https://www.currentaffairs.org/2020/08/why-crime-isnt-the-question-and-police-arent-the-answer
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