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On Feb 18, 2021 NASA landed the fifth rover on the surface of Mars 
to explore an ancient lake deposit in Jezero crater. Since the first 
rover, Sojourner, landed in 1997 our knowledge of our sister planet 
has expanded tremendously through a suite of orbiter, lander and 
rover missions. Perseverance sets the stage for the next ambitious 
breakthrough, the return of a well characterized set of geologic 
samples from Mars.   Perseverance is equipped with sophisticated 
instrumentation to  understand the environmental conditions linked to 
the habitability of early Mars and will collect rock cores intended to be 
returned to Earth. The talk will discuss the evolution of orbital 
information for selecting landing sites, the improvement and increased 
sophistication in engineering our roving vehicles and the scientific 
discoveries and accomplishments of our six-wheeled Martian 
explorers.
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