
February 10, 2023

The Honorable President Joe Biden
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2801 Nebraska Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20528

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State
U.S. State Department
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20037

Re: Extend and Redesignate Nicaragua for Temporary Protected Status

Dear President Biden, Secretary Blinken, and Secretary Mayorkas:

The Florida Immigrant Coalition and the undersigned 271 immigration, human rights, faith-based,
and civil rights organizations write to request that your Administration redesignate Nicaragua for
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) in light of Nicaragua’s deteriorating social, political, and human
rights crises. The consolidation of judicial, electoral, and presidential power under the Ortega-Murillo
regime, and the brutal repression of any perceived dissenters makes any type of democratic
governance impossible. The structural and economic impacts of Category 4 Hurricanes Eta and Iota
are still felt to this current moment, and an increasingly contracting economy is cause for concern.

As President Biden stated back in September 2022, “What's on my watch now is Venezuela, Cuba and
Nicaragua, and the ability to send them [immigrants] back to those states is not rational.”1 In October,
when Secretary Blinken met with human rights leaders from Cuba, Nicaragua, and Venezuela, he
stated “ And the United States stands in strong solidarity with all of those who are seeking to uphold
their basic rights – the rights that are enshrined in the United Nations Charter, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and rights unfortunately that continue to be denied by those
governments or regimes.”2 Since 2019, the Organization of American States (OAS) has decried the
situation in Nicaragua, passing a resolution that denounced the government noting “the Government’s
arbitrary arrests and detentions, imprisonment of political figures, forced closure of civil society
organizations and universities, seizure of municipal offices, repression of journalists and raids on
media organizations, and intimidation of community leaders, including women social leaders,
resulting in a climate of oppression and fear.”3

3 United States Mission to Organization of American States, OASGA Resolution on Nicaragua, 2022,
https://usoas.usmission.gov/oasga-resolution-on-nicaragua/

2 Honorable Antony J. Blinken, Secretary of State, Chief of Mission Residence, Lima Peru
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-before-the-meeting-with-cuban-venezuelan-and-nicaraguan-human
-rights-defenders/

1 C-SPAN, 2022, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 | CLIP OF PRESIDENT BIDEN REMARKS ON THE DISCLOSE ACT
President Biden Says Sending Migrants Back to Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua "Is Not Rational"
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c5031859/president-biden-sending-migrants-back-cuba-venezuela-nicaragua-is-ratio
nal
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https://www.c-span.org/video/?c5031859/president-biden-sending-migrants-back-cuba-venezuela-nicaragua-is-rational


Since his rise to power in 2007, Daniel Ortega has stripped away any vestiges of democracy. His
determination to create an authoritarian government is apparent in the manipulations of the
Nicaraguan constitution, allowing his wife, Rosario Murillo, to run as his Vice-President. As the OAS
reports, all branches of governance are aligned with the Ortega-Murillo regime.4

In April 2018, the masses rose against the Ortega-Murillo regime and were violently repressed.5 The
lack of confidence in the Nicaraguan government, overnight changes to the social security system that
affected the elderly, and lack of response to the 2018 Indio Maiz fire ignited the people.

The Indio Maiz Biological Preserve is a natural treasure in Nicaragua, and home to endangered
species like the great green macaw. It was vested to nine Indigenous Rama and Afro-descendant Kriol
communities. The Indigenous and Afro-descendant communities were abandoned by the government
and forced to depend on rain to quell the fire; over 5,500 hectares of land was burned. As NACLA,
who has been reporting on Latin America since 1967 notes “The Ortega administration represents a
spectrum of approaches to Indigenous and Afro-descendant issues, from outright racism and dismissal
on one extreme to cooptation on the other.”6

Once the fire burned out, Indigenous and Afro-descendants had suffered the brunt of the catastrophe.
Students rose up in protest at the handling of the Indio Maiz fire and the changes to the social security
system. The youth, along with the elderly, found themselves at the mercy of a tyrant. 7

Apart from the murders of civilians, political opponents were targeted. The youth and elderly were
primary victims of paramilitary groups, and even those who did not participate in the protests but
were perceived to be dissenters faced fake terrorism charges in the courts.8 Civilians reported being
under state surveillance, women were raped while in police custody, men were sodomized, and more.9

The judicial branch is aligned with the executive branch, and thus the kangaroo courts have sentenced
political opponents to jail under false terrorism charges. The civil unrest led to contractions of the
economy, and poverty has risen between 2-5%. In 2021, sham elections were held. As this
administration noted “the arbitrary imprisonment of nearly 40 opposition figures since May, including
seven potential presidential candidates, and the blocking of political parties from participation rigged
the outcome well before election day.  They shuttered independent media, locked up journalists and
members of the private sector, and bullied civil society organizations into closing their doors.”10 In
November 2022, The Sandinista National Liberation Front successfully took over all political arms.
There was no democracy because the Ortega-Murillo regime jailed or made any other opposing
political party illegitimate. 11 The extraordinarily cruel conditions that political prisoners are kept in
played a huge part in the Inter-American Human Rights Court finding Nicaragua in contempt of their

11 Associated Press, 2022,
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/11/08/nicaragua-sandinistas-ortega-repression-00065603

10 Statement by President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. on Nicaragua’s Sham Elections,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/07/statement-by-president-joseph-r-biden-jr
-on-nicaraguas-sham-elections/

9 Associated Press, 2020, Nicaraguans testify of abuses in crackdown on protests
https://apnews.com/article/costa-rica-managua-pandemics-daniel-ortega-virus-outbreak-d04542a8f25ede99e282effa
779b5cb1

8 https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2022-08-11/nicaragua-ortega-exiled-journalists

7https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/the-people-lost-their-fear-how-nicaraguas-new-revolution-to
ok-shape/2018/04/26/5e48b40c-48e8-11e8-8082-105a446d19b8_story.html

6 Josh Mayer, 2018, Behind the Fire that Propelled Nicaragua’s Uprising,
https://nacla.org/news/2018/12/12/behind-fire-propelled-nicaragua%E2%80%99s-uprising

5 United States Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor,
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/nicaragua/

4 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Commission, Nicaragua: Concentration of Power and the
Undermining of the Rule of Law 2021, https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/2021_Nicaragua-EN.pdf
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rulings. 12

Apart from everyday citizens, the Ortega-Murillo regime began targeting the religious sector.13 A
prime example is that of Monsignor Silvio Baez, who was recalled by Pope Francis to the Vatican, for
Monsignor Baez’s own protection.14 The regime has corralled the Catholic community by imprisoning
priests, shutting down Catholic radio stations, and banning pilgrimages. Many priests are under house
arrest. This has led Pope Francis to consider conversations with the Regime in order to keep his
community safe.15 The outcry of Bishops of the treatment of Catholic leaders ranges from Brazil to
Guatemala, Costa Rica, and other Latin American countries.

When Hurricanes Eta and Iota ravaged Nicaragua, it left the country with over $740 million in
economic losses.16 The destruction of infrastructure, still felt to this day. 232,000 individuals were
displaced because of the storm. 17

Over 200,000 Nicaraguans have been displaced, many fleeing to Costa Rica and other neighboring
countries. According to Axios, the number of Nicaraguans applying for asylum in Mexico has
increased by 300%. 18

When Nicaragua was originally designated TPS in 1999, Hurricane Mitch had devastated the region.
The environmental disaster was enough for the Department of State and Justice, and Attorney General
to designate these protections for Nicaraguans. The extraordinary combination of socio-political
circumstance and environmental disaster of the Indio Maiz fire and Hurricanes Eta and Iota make it so
that it is not safe for nationals to return to Nicaragua. In response to these catastrophic events, we ask
the Administration urgently consider the following actions:

Redesignate TPS for Nicaragua

Given the extraordinary human rights crises as described herein and by reports by the OAS, the United
Nations, and other agencies that present temporary conditions that make a safe return to Nicaragua
impossible, the Administration should redesignate TPS for Nicaragua. This will allow protection
against removal and eligibility for work authorization to all eligible Nicaraguans currently in the
United States. Since 2018, over 250,000 Nicaraguans have fled the country seeking stability and

18 Marina Franco, More Nicaraguans facing political upheaval at home flee to U.S.
https://www.axios.com/2022/03/31/nicaragua-migrants-flee-political-upheaval-exile

17 International Federation of the Red Cross,
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/communities-affected-hurricanes-eta-and-iota-are-threatened-food-insecurity

16 Reuters,
https://www.reuters.com/article/storms-centralamerica/hurricanes-eta-iota-hit-nicaragua-with-743-million-in-econo
mic-losses-idUSKBN28509M

15 Pope: Vatican seeks talks on Nicaragua’s Catholic crackdown,
https://apnews.com/article/pope-francis-religion-nicaragua-mother-teresa-government-and-politics-f3d6d772d505ae
06e0efd44fe4c8f100

14Nicaraguan bishop, a vocal Ortega critic, says he was target of assassination plot
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-nicaragua-bishop/nicaraguan-bishop-a-vocal-ortega-critic-says-he-was-target-of-
assassination-plot-idUSKCN1RM314

13 Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega goes after the Catholic Church in his latest effort to stop criticism of the
government, 2022,
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/nicaraguan-president-daniel-ortega-goes-catholic-church-latest-effort-rcna44
618

12 Inter-American Human Rights Court says Nicaragua in contempt,
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/inter-american-human-rights-court-nicaragua-contempt-94172106
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refuge.

We request that the Biden administration redesignate Nicaragua for TPS and provide a minimum
180-day registration period for new beneficiaries under redesignations.

Swift release of the Federal Register Notice and timely adjudication of TPS applications

We urge for a swift publication of a Federal Register Notice (FRN) extending TPS for Nicaraguans.

The delays in publishing the FRN have grave consequences for beneficiaries and their families since
their TPS-related documents are only valid for a limited duration through certain expiration dates.
Further, any delay in processing and approving TPS applications after the issuance of the FRN leaves
thousands at risk of deportation and without authorization to work. These delays, which can last more
than the period for which TPS is granted, can make the TPS designations meaningless.

Conclusion

Thank you for considering these urgent requests to protect Nicaraguan individuals, thousands of whom
are contributing to U.S. society. We strongly urge the Biden administration to redesignate Nicaragua
for TPS, (2) swiftly release the Federal Register Notice, and (3) provide a minimum 180-day
registration period for both new beneficiaries under redesignation. We look forward to working with
you on this issue over the coming days and weeks.
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