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A b o u t  P a r t n e r s  f o r  a
S u s t a i n a b l e  N e v a d a

W H A T  I S  P A R T N E R S  F O R  A
S U S T A I N A B L E  N E V A D A ?  

The  Partners  for  a  Sustainable  Nevada

(PSN )  is  a  group  of  non-governmental

organizations  (NGOs )  and

governmental  agencies  that  have  come

together  to  foster  communication  and

collaboration  about  sustainabil ity

programs  across  Nevada .  The  group 's

mission  is  to  change  the  way  Nevada

thinks  about  sustainabil ity  for  our

future  generations  by  identifying  and

promoting  opportunities  to  advance

and  expand  sustainabil ity  efforts

statewide .
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The  idea  to  develop  a  stakeholder  group  focused  on

statewide  sustainabil ity  was  born  out  of  a  major  re-

haul  of  the  Bureau  of  Sustainable  Materials

Management  (BSMM )  within  the  Nevada  Division  of

Environmental  Protection  (NDEP ) .  Previously  named

the  Bureau  of  Waste  Management ,  the  Bureau

originally  focused  on  the  end-of- l i fe  management

for  solid  and  hazardous  waste  and  touched  on

recycling .  As  part  of  the  re-haul  and  rebranding ,  the

Bureau  shifted  i ts  focus  to  the  entire  l i fecycle  of  all

materials  and  reducing  the  environmental  impacts

from  the  materials  system .

With  this  change ,  the  BSMM  realized  that  there  were

several  successful  regional  efforts  to  enhance

materials  management  and  sustainabil ity

throughout  Nevada .  However ,  these  efforts  often

lacked  communication  with  other  helpful

organizations .  This  l imited  the  outcomes  and  scale

of  these  efforts  and  led  to  several  legislative

proposals  that  resulted  in  no  meaningful  change .

Therefore ,  the  BSMM  set  out  to  create  a  central ized

statewide  network  for  non-profits ,  private

businesses ,  and  governmental  organizations ,  where

everyone  can  explore  potential  policy  changes ,  lead

projects ,  and  emerge  as  a  unif ied  voice  for

sustainabil ity  in  Nevada .

Seven  months  since  the  Kickoff  Meeting ,  the  PSN

has  become  a  strong  network  of  private  and  public

sector  members  who  are  interested  in  and

dedicated  to  building  a  sustainable  Nevada .  From

non-profits  to  businesses  to  state  and  local

governments ,  these  members  have  come  together  to

tackle  their  f irst  major  project  –  the  Menu  of

Options .  This  document  discusses  innovative

solutions  to  sustainabil ity  issues  and  provides  the

group  with  potential  solutions  and  projects  to

pursue  in  the  future .   

W H Y  W A S  T H I S  G R O U P  F O R M E D ?
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Materials  Recovery  Facil ity  (MRF )

Municipal  Solid  Waste  (MSW )

Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  (NDOT )

Nevada  Division  of  Environmental  Protection  (NDEP )

Nevada  Revised  Statutes  (NRS )

Nevada  System  for  Higher  Education  (NSHE )

Nongovernment  Organization  (NGO )

Partners  for  a  Sustainable  Nevada  (PSN )

Public  Service  Announcement  (PSA )

University  of  Nevada  Cooperative  Extension  (UNCE )

University  of  Reno  (UNR )
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Department
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Nevada State College
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Republic Services
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Republic Services
John Sagebiel  

University of  Nevada, Reno
Jon Ruiter
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Kendra Kostelecky  
Waste Management

Kimberly Rios
Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful
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O u r  J o u r n e y  S o  F A r
Kickoff Meeting
PSN  held  i ts  f irst  meeting  on  August

18th ,  2021 ,  with  more  than  130

stakeholders  participating .  

Creating a Mission Statement
The  stakeholder  group  is  composed  of

non-profit  groups ,  private  businesses ,

industry ,  and  governmental  agencies ,

and  i t  brings  l ike-minded  people

together  to  create  a  coordinated  effort

towards  sustainabil ity  within  the  state .

As  one  of  i ts  f irst  tasks ,  the  group

created  i ts  mission  statement  (shown

below ) .

Organizing the Working Groups
Leading  up  to  the  August  kickoff

meeting ,  members  were  surveyed  to

identify  common  topics  of  interest

regarding  sustainabil ity .  This  led  to  the

formation  of  six  working  groups :

Education  and  Outreach ,  Organics

Management ,  Policy  Change  and

Funding ,  Recycling ,  Source  Reduction ,  

 and  Sustainabil ity .  The  groups  were

then  tasked  to  create  a  document

called  the  Menu  of  Options  and  outl ine

options  to  improve  sustainabil ity

throughout  the  State .  Since  the  kickoff

meeting ,  these  working  groups  have

met  multiple  t imes  to  develop  potential

sustainabil ity  strategies  and  solutions

for  the  Menu  of  Options .

M i s s i o n
S t a t e m e n t

Our mission is to change the
way Nevada thinks about
sustainabil ity for our future
generations by identifying
and promoting
opportunities to advance
and expand sustainabil ity
efforts statewide.   
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The  f irst  major  goal  of  each  working

group  was  to  create  their  section  of  this

Menu  of  Options .  To  do  this ,  each

working  group  held  meeting  sessions

pertaining  to  their  topic  areas  and

discussed  potential  policies  or  actions

that  could  be  implemented  to  increase

sustainabil ity  across  the  state .

Additionally ,  to  focus  efforts ,  the

sustainabil ity  working  group  defined

what  "sustainabil ity "  means  for  the  PSN

(see  definit ion  above ) .

This  Menu  of  Options  is  just  the  f irst  step

for  the  PSN .  The  group ’s  next  step  will

involve  priorit izing  solution  ideas  and

action  i tems  from  this  Menu  of  Options

and  developing  them  into  executable

projects ,  programs ,  and  policies .   

This  Menu  of  Options  is  an  extensive

l ist  of  options  that  can  be  considered

by  organizations  within  Nevada  to

enhance  sustainabil ity  across  the  state .   

The  ideas  represented  here  are  not  an

endorsement  of  specif ic  policies  or

actions  but  rather  an  outl ine  of  options

that  communities  throughout  Nevada

can  consider  to  help  increase  their

sustainabil ity  efforts .

These  options  include ,  but  are  not

l imited  to ,  legislative  or  policy  changes

as  well  as  actions  that  municipalit ies ,

NGOs ,  businesses ,  and /or  the  state  can

adopt  to  progress  towards  our  vision  of

a  more  sustainable  Nevada .  

Sustainability: Meeting Nevada's resource, development, water, and
climate needs while not compromising natural systems or quality of life

F i r s t  M a j o r  O u t c o m e :  
T h e  M e n u  o f  O p t i o n s
O P T I O N S  T O  E N H A N C E  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  A C R O S S  N E V A D A
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M e n u  o f  O p t i o n s  F o c u s  A r e a s

The PSN is divided into six working groups, each focused on a different
topic relating to sustainability. Based on their focus area, the groups
were assigned to develop their sections in the Menu of Options by
outlining options to improve sustainability throughout the State. 

Organics Management

Identify opportunities and solutions for

improving collection, transportation, processing,

and end usage of organic material

Education and Outreach

Identify and address gaps, challenges, and

opportunities in sustainability education and

outreach efforts 

Policy and Funding

Identify current policies that are barriers to

sustainability efforts, propose new policy

recommendations, and find funding

mechanisms for projects and initiatives 
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M e n u  o f  O p t i o n s  F o c u s  A r e a s

                                  Recycling

Improve access to recycling while reducing

contamination and identify opportunities to meet

and exceed the 25% state recycling rate goal 

                            Sustainability  

Look at sustainability from a 30,000-foot view

and find ways to integrate multiple efforts

together to achieve a more synergistic effect

                    Source Reduction

Identify problematic waste streams

and find solutions to reduce these

wastes at their sources



E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h

1 1

The  Educat ion  and  Outreach  Work ing  Group  has  been  focused  on

bu i ld ing  a  comprehens i ve  and  cent ra l i zed  resource  hub  fo r  a l l

f acet s  of  sus ta inab i l i t y  i n  Nevada .  The  group  has  worked  to  ident i f y

gaps  i n  educat ion  and  ways  i n  which  the  PSN  can  e f fec t i ve l y

prov ide  the  necessa ry  i n fo rmat ion  to  i nc rease  and  dr i ve

sus ta inab i l i t y  e f fo r t s  with in  the  s ta te .  Th i s  work ing  group  be l ieves

that  hav ing  access  to  accura te  i n fo rmat ion  wi l l  create  a  s t rong

foundat ion  fo r  implement ing  pro jec t s  across  the  s ta te  as  we  work  to

protect  our  env i ronment  and  change  the  way  Nevada  th inks  about

sus ta inab i l i t y .  

The  Educat ion  and  Outreach  Work ing  Group  proposed  the  fo l lowing

ob ject i ves  to  i nc rease  sus ta inab i l i t y  educat ion  and  out reach  i n

Nevada :

C H A I R :  J E R E M Y  W A L T E R S ,  R E P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S
C O - C H A I R :  K I M B E R L Y  R I O S ,  K E E P  T R U C K E E  M E A D O W S  B E A U T I F U L
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E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h

C r e a t e  a  w e b s i t e  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  d a t a  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e

O B J E C T I V E  1

Nevada Residents

Ensure that resources and content on these pages empower

residents to adopt sustainable actions ,  make easy behavioral

changes ,  and understand sustainability topics and their

importance 

Develop content that discusses top actions residents can take to

increase sustainability

Develop resources that discuss daily sustainability actions an

individual can take throughout their day ,  whether they are at

home ,  at the office ,  or at the store 

Provide a library of guides and resources for residents categorized

by topic and region

Nevada Educators 

Ensure that resources and content are easily accessible and satisfy

science standards 

Develop content that discusses top actions educators and schools

can take to increase sustainability 

Create content showing how to incorporate sustainability topics

into the teaching curriculum 

Provide a library of curriculums and teaching resources organized

by topic and region

The Education and Outreach working group is working with the BSMM to

convert the Nevada Recycles website into a Sustainable Nevada website .

This will serve as a centralized data clearinghouse and resource center

for sustainability across the state .  The content will be organized into four

main categories based on the key target audiences :  residents ,  educators ,

businesses ,  and government .  To achieve this objective ,  the following

topics will each have dedicated sections on the website :
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E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h
Nevada Businesses

Ensure that resources and content make the economic case for

implementing sustainable practices and improve understanding of

how to incorporate sustainability into business operations 

Promote credible sustainable business certification programs 

Develop content that discusses top actions businesses can take to

increase sustainability 

Provide a library of guides and resources for businesses categorized

by topic and region

Provide information regarding how to measure the sustainability of

business operations

Nevada Government

Ensure that resources and content empower government officials

to be involved in sustainability initiatives and improve their

understanding of sustainability topics 

Develop content that discusses top actions government officials

can take to increase sustainability 

Produce content discussing how sustainability supports Nevada ’s

climate goals

Create a library of resources about current and future policy

regarding sustainability as well as current programs or actions that

have been adopted by various agencies or local governments

O B J E C T I V E  2

I n c r e a s e  a n d  f o c u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a

The Education and Outreach working group identified social media as an

opportunity to share information and resources regarding sustainability .

Once the new Sustainable Nevada website is complete and digital

resources are developed ,  the working group will determine the best

social media platforms to share the content produced on the website

and its blog .



"Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful is pleased to be a
member of the Partners for a Sustainable Nevada as it

helps us inch closer to our core mission which is to
create a more sustainable and beautiful region." 
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E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h
O B J E C T I V E  3

C r e a t e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  c a m p a i g n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  w o r k i n g
g r o u p  t o p i c s

The other working groups have identified areas where education and

outreach are needed to improve sustainability efforts .  In the short term ,

the Education and Outreach group can incorporate these suggestions

into the new website .  However ,  the Education and Outreach Working

Group understands that the website is only one tool and that an

integrated ,  multi-prong approach to education and outreach is needed .

As you read the Menu of Options ,  you will notice that the other five

remaining working groups highlight specific education and outreach

opportunities and barriers that need to be addressed in order to further

their overall objectives and strategies .  If and when the PSN chooses to

pursue some of these proposed strategies ,  the Education and Outreach

group will provide support by developing any needed resource materials

and outreach campaigns .

Kimberly Rios, Co-Chair



O r g a n i c s  M a n a g e m e n t   

The  Organ ics  Management  Work ing  Group  focused  on  ident i f y ing

oppor tun i t i e s  and  so lu t ions  fo r  improv ing  organ ic  mater ia l  co l lec t ion  and

process ing ,  such  as  compost ing ,  aerob ic /anaerob ic  diges t ion ,  and  dive r t ing

food  sc raps  fo r  use  as  an imal  f eed .  By  creat ing  an  organ ics  management

sys tem  that  best  ut i l i zes  the  organ ics  produced  and  used  with in  Nevada ,

greenhouse  gas  emiss ions  can  be  reduced ,  and  deser t  so i l  that

characte r i s t i ca l l y  l acks  nut r ient s  can  be  rep len i shed .  There  are  mult ip le

hurd les  to  overcome ,  such  as  underdeve loped  mater ia l  t ranspor ta t ion

in f ras t ructu re ,  the  cos t  of  process ing  these  mater ia l s ,  and  the  l ack  of  a

sus ta inab le  end -use  marketp lace  fo r  composted  mater ia l s .  For  e f fec t i ve

long - te rm  programs  fo r  organ ics  co l lec t ion  and  waste  dive r s ion ,  process ing

fac i l i t y  l ocat ions ,  permi t t ing  requ i rements ,  contaminat ion  vecto r s ,  and

mater ia l s  vo lumes  a l l  need  to  be  cons idered .  

The  Organ ics  Management  Work ing  Group  proposed  the  fo l lowing

ob ject i ves  fo r  improv ing  organ ic  mater ia l  management  i n  Nevada :
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C H A I R :  D E A N  S T A N P H I L L ,  U N I V E R S A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  
C O - C H A I R :  C L I N T O N  C O M B S ,  C O M B S  B R O T H E R S
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O r g a n i c s  M a n a g e m e n t

I n c r e a s e  d e m a n d  f o r  c o m p o s t  p r o d u c t  

O B J E C T I V E  1

Conduct education and outreach to increase awareness of
compost end-uses and benefits

Explain the environmental benefits of composting 

Partner with the US Composting Council ,  which has established

a benefits framework for quality compost

Implement targeted campaigns towards schools (K-12 and college) ,

hospitals ,  prisons ,  hotel/casinos ,  grocery stores ,  and food banks

Create more opportunities for end-use 

Expand Government Environmentally Preferable Purchasing

requirements

Evaluate a minimum organic matter component for road and

landscaping projects

Evaluate proper erosion control applications with the Nevada

Department of Transportation (NDOT)

Research programs from neighboring states for best use

practices

Encourage the switch from chemical fertilizers to compost

Encourage residential gardening that utilizes compost (e .g . ,  support

Victory Gardens ,  Kitchen Gardens ,  and other at-home/local growing

opportunities)

Increase the quality of compost by implementing compost

assurance programs ,  such as the US Composting Council Seal of

Testing Assurance Program

“We live in a world with significant environmental
challenges as well as opportunities. The beneficial

re-use of organics for compost, animal feed,
electricity, and renewable natural gas is one of the
greatest opportunities we have for enhancing our

global environmental resiliency.”

Dean Stanphill, Chair
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O r g a n i c s  M a n a g e m e n t

Evaluate a mandate for a state organics diversion rate goal 

Create sustainable ,  long term growth goals/milestones to slowly

increase diversion rates over time

Create awareness for yard waste and food waste reduction methods

Promote the environmental benefits of feeding food scraps to

livestock ,  such as converting food waste into quality meat products

and greenhouse gas reductions

Promote xeriscape and water-saving landscape options

Evaluate incentives to encourage private property owners to remove

water-intensive landscaping

Encourage home composting through a variety of composting

methods such as the bokashi method ,  3 bin composting ,

vermicomposting ,  and any other composting method not mentioned

here ,  in support of local composting facilities

Evaluate a state tax credit for businesses who invest in organics
management technologies

Make organics collection more economical by increasing collection
locations for residential food and yard waste

Such sites may include transfer stations ,  neighborhood drop-off spots

etc .

Food scraps may be collected separately to be used as livestock feed

where available

Partner with fuels reduction programs to move materials to
composting rather than landfilling and support revegetation projects

Create a promotional effort to highlight businesses' diversion efforts 

Provide a searchable database of participating businesses or organics

business tracker

Evaluate an organics certification program/award for sustainable

operations

I n c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  o r g a n i c s  d i v e r t e d  f r o m  t h e  l a n d f i l l  

O B J E C T I V E  2
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O r g a n i c s  M a n a g e m e n t

O B J E C T I V E  4

I m p r o v e  o r g a n i c s  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s / i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  N e v a d a  

Establish a reliable organics management data collection method

Organics management data throughout Nevada is collected via the

state recycling rate data collection .   This data is optional to report ,

and therefore the data received is not comprehensive .   

Research and develop bacteria that is best suited to the wide
temperature variations and arid conditions of Nevada

Research and develop criteria for using organic fertilizers
produced from food waste and other organic wastes in
agricultural processes (production plan currently online in
Sacramento)

O B J E C T I V E  3

C l o s e  d a t a  g a p s  w i t h i n  o r g a n i c s  m a n a g e m e n t

“As a native Nevadan and third generation recycler, I take
the words 'Home Means Nevada' to heart. We must be good
stewards of our home and protect it for generations to come.
For nearly 60 years our family has provided recycling services
to the Las Vegas community by converting food scraps into
livestock feed. We are passionate about sustainability, ready
for growth, and grateful for this opportunity to contribute to

Partners for a Sustainable Nevada.”

Clinton Combs, Co-Chair

Review specific criteria for siting organics diversion facilities to reduce

unintended consequences
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Evaluate the current organics facility permitting process

Consider changing the location of the composting permit requirement

to reside in the Nevada Department of Agriculture 

Explore the feasibility of reject organics to be utilized as alternate daily

cover 

Establish clear permitting criteria for aerobic and anaerobic digesters

Require state agencies to divert all organic waste from landfills and

utilize products made from these materials

Evaluate requiring provisions for organics diversion in franchise
agreements

Evaluate a requirement for yard waste collection by waste haulers who

provide curbside pick-up recycling and municipal solid waste (MSW) at

residential locations

Evaluate co-locating organics management facilities at the following
locations to reduce costs and provide job skills and training:

Prisons

Schools

Landfills

Several landfills have land that is permitted for use or have the

related infrastructure to support associated energy-producing

processes such as digestion and biogas 

Wastewater Treatment Plant

Maximize production of renewable and compressed natural gas with

the idea of fueling collection truck fleets

Evaluate co-locating biomass facilities for electrical energy generation

at composting facilities – especially in light of forest products that are

created as part of fire prevention .

Promote the monetary benefit of energy capture from organics
management operations 

Utilize federal and state incentive and grant programs to assist in the

production of renewable energy and low carbon fuels

Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility developed an

anaerobic digester to energy facility utilizing similar programs

 



P o l i c y  C h a n g e  &  F u n d i n g

2 0

C H A I R :  T I N A  M U D D ,  G R A N I T E  C O N S T R U C T I O N
C O - C H A I R :  S U S A N  F I S H E R ,  M C D O N A L D  C A R A N O

The  Po l i cy  Change  and  Fund ing  Work ing  Group  has  ident i f i ed  a  l ack

o f  data  on  ex i s t ing  regu la t ions  and  po l i c ie s  and  roadb locks  to

in fo rmat ion - shar ing  when  new  sus ta inab i l i t y - re la ted  l eg i s l a t ion  i s

p roposed .  Addi t iona l l y ,  th i s  work ing  group  has  been  coord inat ing

wi th  the  other  f i ve  work ing  groups  to  ident i f y  needs ,  bar r ie r s ,  and

oppor tun i t i e s  based  on  the i r  spec i f i c  focus  areas .  Moreover ,  as  par t  of

th i s  Menu  of  Opt ions  e f fo r t ,  th i s  work ing  group  has  begun  to  exp lo re

fund ing  mechan i sms  fo r  expand ing  and  deve lop ing  new

sus ta inab i l i t y  pro jec t s .

The  Po l i cy  Change  and  Fund ing  Work ing  Group  proposed  the

fo l lowing  ob ject i ves  fo r  improv ing  sus ta inab i l i t y  i n  Nevada :
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P o l i c y  C h a n g e  &  F u n d i n g

I d e n t i f y  a n d  c h a n g e  c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a r e
b a r r i e r s  t o  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l ,
m e a s u r a b l e ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s o u n d  

O B J E C T I V E  1

Col lect  accurate  and prompt  measurements

Eva luate  data  co l lec t ion  methods  and  es tab l i sh  sus ta inab i l i t y

base l ines  to  prov ide  a  bas i s  of  measurement  fo r  success

Ident i f y  and  se t  goa l s  and  metr ic s  fo r  any  fu tu re  PSN  i n i t i a t i ve

in  order  to  eva luate  and  measure  success

Ident i f y  data  and  metr ic s  needed  to  measure  the  success  of

sus ta inab i l i t y  programs  fo r  bus inesses ,  governments ,  and  h igher

educat ion

Eva luate  and prov ide  incent ives  and  growth  opportuni t ies

Ident i f y  oppor tun i t i e s  fo r  government  agenc ies  and  par tner s  to

pr io r i t i ze  the  use  of  recyc led  or  reusab le  mater ia l s  over  v i rg in

mater ia l s  i n  techn ica l  spec i f i ca t ions ,  purchas ing  cont rac t s ,  and

b idd ing  pre fe rence .  Examples  i nc lude :  

T i res  and  plas t i c  i n  aspha l t  mixes

Compost  i n  roads ide  rec lamat ion  and  f ac i l i t i e s '  l andscap ing

Glass  i n  aspha l t  mixes  and  other  mater ia l s  

L i th ium  i on  bat te ry  recyc l ing  

Bus inesses :  over  pack ing ,  ce l l  phones ,  reusab le  packag ing  

Sta tewide  of f i ces  can  rep lace  s ing le  use  i t ems  (water

s ta t ions ,  reuse  bot t le s )

Eva luate  f ranchise  agreements  and  prov ide  gu idance  for
min imum requi rements  address ing  d ivers ion  and recyc l ing

Deve lop  a  templa te  and  gu ide  that  prov ides  l anguage  fo r

munic ipa l i t i e s  to  improve  dive r s ion  and  recyc l ing  s t ra teg ies  
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Ident i fy  current  programs,  a reas  o f  improvement ,  and
numerous  groups  work ing  on  the  same in i t ia t ives  for  co l lect ive
ef for ts :  

Cont inue  to  deve lop  the  PSN  network  by  f ind ing  organ iza t ions

that  are  success fu l l y  pursu ing  sus ta inab i l i t y  programs  

In tegra te  these  organ iza t ions ,  prov ide  suppor t ,  and  he lp

sca le  and  expand  the i r  e f fo r t s  

Ut i l i ze  organ iza t ions  such  as  the  Nevada  Sys tem  fo r  Higher

Educat ion  (NSHE ) ,  Unive r s i t y  of  Nevada  Coopera t i ve  Extens ion

(UNCE ) ,  Resource  Conserva t ion  Dis t r i c t s ,  and  the  Governor ’ s

Of f i ce  of  Economic  Deve lopment  (GOED )  to  ass i s t  bus inesses  i n

adopt ing  sus ta inab i l i t y  measures

Cont inue  to  ut i l i ze  organ iza t ions  such  as  the  GOED  to  at t rac t

the  cor rec t  t ype  of  bus inesses  to  advance  sus ta inab i l i t y  and

improve  end  markets  fo r  recyc led  products

“As the Environmental Manager for Granite Construction,
we take Sustainability very serious in our operations. By

working with the Partners for a Sustainable Nevada group, I
am looking to help develop strategies and policies that

achieve Sustainability for Nevada while also making
Nevada Businesses and Industry part of the solution”

Tina Mudd, Chair
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P o l i c y  C h a n g e  &  F u n d i n g

I n c r e a s e  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  

O B J E C T I V E  3

Inv i te  l eg i s l a t i ve  representa t i ves  to  the  PSN  meet ings

Ut i l i ze  the  PSN  Po l i cy  Change  and  Fund ing  Group  to  di scuss

leg i s l a t i ve  proposa l s .  The  group  wi l l  encourage  open  di scuss ion

and  wi l l  vet  programs  and  the i r  implementat ion  e f fo r t s  to

ensure  the  v iab i l i t y  of  proposa l s .  

Inc rease  presenta t ions  to  i n te res ted  organ iza t ions  regard ing  the

PSN  to  gather  fu r ther  i nput  f rom  as  many  i ndus t r i e s  as  poss ib le

A d d r e s s  p r o j e c t  f u n d i n g  n e e d s

O B J E C T I V E  2

Eva luate  funding  mechanisms such  as  adopt ing  a  s tatewide
t ipp ing  fee  or  increas ing  the  s tate  t i re  recyc l ing  fee  to
support  susta inabi l i ty  in i t ia t ives  and  ef for ts .  D i rected  funding
could  focus  on :

Reduc ing  the  impacts  of  i l l ega l  dumping

Improv ing  educat ion  and  out reach

Fund ing  v iab le  sus ta inab i l i t y  pro jec t s

Prov id ing  grants  fo r  underse rved  communi t ie s  to  deve lop

improvements  to  l oca l  waste  management



Deve lop  a  mechan i sm  fo r  i nc lud ing  re l i ab le ,  measurab le ,  and

use fu l  data  co l lec t ion  and  i n fo rmat ion

Recommend  i nc reas ing  di sposa l  and  dive r s ion  data

co l lec t ion / repor t ing  to  encompass  a l l  of  the  count ies  and  more

deta i l s  (e .g . ,  a  more  deta i l ed  breakdown  by  the  source  of  waste )

Recommend  the  Sta te  se t  c lea r  ta rget s /outcomes  and  have

count ies  a l ign  with  those  metr ic s

D i scussed  poss ib i l i t y  of  t y ing  those  metr ic s  to  f r anch i se

agreements

Recommend  i nc lud ing  sus ta inab le  mater ia l s  management  and

c i rcu la r  economy  pr inc ip les

D i scuss  the  need  fo r  i n fo rmat ion  and  data  regard ing  cos t l y

i s sues ,  such  as  i l l ega l  dumping ,  abandoned  car s ,  and  homeless

encampments

2 4
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P r o v i d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 2 2  N e v a d a
S o l i d  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  

O B J E C T I V E  4

“My personal and professional interest in environmental
stewardship goes back to my upbringing on a farm in the San
Joaquin valley. We must be cognizant of the balance between

the environment and business and industry and I’m honored to
have the opportunity to work with the great team at NDEP and
other stakeholders to make sure we are taking the right steps

now to preserve our great quality of life here in Nevada.”

Susan Fisher, Co-Chair



R e c y c l i n g
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C H A I R :  J E S S I C A  P R E S T O N ,  R E P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S
C O - C H A I R :  W E S  R U B I O ,  W A S H O E  C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  D I S T R I C T

The  Recyc l ing  Work ing  Group  ident i f i ed  oppor tun i t i e s  fo r  meet ing

and  exceed ing  the  25%  s ta te  recyc l ing  goa l  and  improv ing  access  to

recyc l ing  whi le  reduc ing  contaminat ion .  Improv ing  recyc l ing  access

to  mult i f ami l y  bu i ld ings  and  ru ra l  communi t ie s  presents  a

s ign i f i cant  oppor tun i t y  to  i nc rease  recyc l ing  i n  Nevada .  Recyc l ing

access  i s  of ten  l im i ted  or  non -ex i s tent  fo r  these  res idents  due  to

long  t ranspor ta t ion  di s tances  to  process ing  f ac i l i t i e s  and /or  l ack  of

co l lec t ion  oppor tun i t i e s .  Addi t iona l l y ,  whi le  th i s  group  focused  on

the  t yp ica l  recyc lab le  mater ia l  s t reams ,  the  members  did  note  that

more  spec ia l i zed  mater ia l s  (e .g . ,  so la r  pane l s )  wi l l  be  addressed  i n

the  fu tu re .  

Based  on  th i s  i n fo rmat ion ,  the  Recyc l ing  Work ing  Group  proposed

the  fo l lowing  ob ject i ves  fo r  improv ing  recyc l ing  i n  Nevada :    
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R e c y c l i n g

I m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  a c c e s s  t o  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  N e v a d a

I m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  a c c e s s  t o  m u l t i - f a m i l y  b u i l d i n g s  i n  N e v a d a

O B J E C T I V E  1

O B J E C T I V E  2

D e v e l o p  a  h u b - a n d - s p o k e  m o d e l  t o  b r i n g  b e t t e r  r e c y c l i n g
a c c e s s  t o  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  

I d e n t i f y  a n d  a c t i v e l y  w o r k  w i t h  r u r a l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  
C o n s i d e r  b e s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  a n d  o p t i m a l  s o u r c e
d e n s i t y
D e t e r m i n e  i f  n e w  M a t e r i a l s  R e c o v e r y  F a c i l i t i e s  ( M R F s )  o r
o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t  a r e  n e e d e d  
R e s e a r c h  l o c a t i o n  a n d  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  p r o c e s s i n g
f a c i l i t i e s / e n d - u s e r s  o f  c o l l e c t e d  r e c y c l a b l e s  
E v a l u a t e  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

E n g a g e  w i t h  b o t h  t e n a n t s  a n d  l a n d l o r d s  t o  e n c o u r a g e
e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m s  a t  m u l t i - f a m i l y
b u i l d i n g s

P r o v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t e n a n t s  o n  h o w  t h e y  c a n  e n c o u r a g e
t h e i r  l a n d l o r d  t o  s e t  u p  r e c y c l i n g  a t  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g
P r o v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  l a n d l o r d s  o n  h o w  t o  s e t  u p  
 s u c c e s s f u l  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m s
I d e n t i f y  i n t e r e s t e d  m u l t i - f a m i l y  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t
a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d
b u i l d i n g s
P r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  r e d u c e  h i g h  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  r a t e s
t h a t  a r e  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e c y c l i n g  a t  m u l t i - f a m i l y
b u s i n e s s e s

E x p l o r e  p o t e n t i a l  m a n d a t e s  ( e . g . ,  M a n d a t i n g  r e c y c l i n g  a t
m u l t i - f a m i l y  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  " X "  o r  m o r e  u n i t s )
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I m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  c o l l e c t e d
m a t e r i a l s

O B J E C T I V E  3

E x p l o r e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s

M i n i m u m  r e c y c l e d  c o n t e n t  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b e v e r a g e
c o n t a i n e r s  -  E x a m p l e :  C A ’ s  A B  7 3 9  ( 2 0 2 0 )  a d o p t e d  m i n i m u m
r e c y c l e d  c o n t e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  b e v e r a g e  c o n t a i n e r s  ( 1 5 %
b y  2 0 2 2 ,  2 5 %  b y  2 0 2 5 ,  5 0 %  b y  2 0 3 0 )
E x t e n d e d  p r o d u c e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( E P R )  p o l i c i e s  f o r
p r o b l e m a t i c  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  o r  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  l o w  r e c y c l i n g
r a t e s

C o n d u c t  l i f e  c y c l e  a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m o s t
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t e d
r e c y c l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s   

A d d r e s s  i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g

O B J E C T I V E  4

I m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  c o l l e c t e d
m a t e r i a l s

T h e  R e c y c l i n g  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  s o m e  e f f o r t s  t o
i m p r o v e  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  d i v e r s i o n  e f f o r t s  m a y  i n c r e a s e  c o l l e c t i o n
c o s t s  o r  t i p p i n g  f e e s .  T h i s  m a y  l e a d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  i l l e g a l
d u m p i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w a n t e d  t o  n o t e  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i m p r o v i n g  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s '  a b i l i t i e s  t o  a d d r e s s
i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g  a n d  f i n d i n g  w a y s  t o  d e t e r  i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g .  S o m e
p o t e n t i a l  o p t i o n s  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :



E n g a g e  w i t h  l o c a l  t r a s h  h a u l e r s  a n d / o r  l a n d f i l l  o p e r a t o r s  t o
e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o p t i o n s  t o  r e d u c e
i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g  ( e . g . ,  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  o p t i o n s ,  l e s s  c o s t l y
o p t i o n s ,  m o r e  f r e e  s e r v i c e s / c o l l e c t i o n  e v e n t s )  

C o n s i d e r  a d d i t i o n a l  f r e e  s e r v i c e s  ( b u l k y  w a s t e  p i c k u p s ,  e -
w a s t e  p i c k u p s ,  f r e e  d u m p  p a s s e s ,  a n d  t i m e -  a n d  e v e n t -
t a r g e t e d  c o m m u n i t y  d u m p s t e r s  f o r  w e e k e n d  n i g h t s ,  h o l i d a y
w e e k e n d s  i n  t o u r i s t  s p o t s ,  e t c . )
E x p l o r e  o p t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  m u l t i - f a m i l y  u n i t s  h a v e  t h e
s a m e  r a n g e  o f  f r e e  b u l k y / l o w - c o s t  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  o p t i o n s  a s
s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s

P a r t n e r  w i t h  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  t o  a c c e p t  c o m m o n l y  d u m p e d
i t e m s  f o r  d i s p o s a l  ( e . g . ,  s u b s i d i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t i r e  s h o p s ,
f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s ,  e t c )

P a r t n e r  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  c l e a n  u p  i l l e g a l
d u m p s i t e s

G a r b a g e  o f t e n  b e g e t s  g a r b a g e .  O n c e  s i t e s  a r e  c l e a n ,  t h e y
o f t e n  s t a y  c l e a n

I n c r e a s e  e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g

U t i l i z e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  ( P S A s )  t o  r e m i n d
r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  e n d s  u p  p a y i n g  f o r  i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g  –
i t ’ s  n o t  a  v i c t i m l e s s  c r i m e
I n c r e a s e  t a r g e t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  –  p a t r o l l i n g  k n o w n  i l l e g a l
d u m p i n g  h o t  s p o t s  a t  k e y  t i m e s
I n c r e a s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d / o r  s i g n a g e  a t  k n o w n  h o t  s p o t s
P r o m o t e  t h e  u s e  o f  a n t i - d u m p i n g  “ h o t l i n e s ”  f o r  r e p o r t i n g
d u m p s i t e s  o r  d u m p i n g  i n  p r o g r e s s  

“While we must prioritize waste reduction and reuse,
recycling of common materials like aluminum, paper

and glass continues to be important.”
 Patty Moen, NDEP Recycling Coordinator
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C H A I R :  L A K S H M I  A L B R I G H T ,  R E U S A B L E  R E N O
C O - C H A I R :  L I Z  F U T C H ,  U N R  B U S I N E S S  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P R O G R A M

The  Source  Reduct ion  Work ing  Group  ident i f i ed  prob lemat ic  waste

s t reams  and  found  so lu t ion  opt ions  to  reduce  these  wastes  at  the i r

sources .  The  des i red  resu l t s  of  these  source  reduct ion  so lu t ions  are  to

save  natura l  resources ,  conserve  energy ,  reduce  po l lu t ion ,  and  l ower  the

tox ic i t y  of  waste .  Methodo log ies  such  as  c i rcu la r  economy  road  maps ,

EPR  po l i c ie s ,  and  ta rgeted  regu la t ion  wi l l  be  impor tant  mechan i sms  fo r

ach iev ing  these  goa l s .  Addi t iona l l y ,  the  group  emphas ized  the

impor tance  of  co l lec t ing  act ionab le  data  and  deve lop ing  ta rgeted

so lu t ions  based  on  waste  s t ream  and  mater ia l  t ype .  Unders tand ing  the

nature  of  a  spec i f i c  waste  s t ream  and  where /how  i t  i s  genera ted  wi l l

dete rmine  how  to  reduce  or  prevent  the  waste  f rom  occur r ing .  No  one

so lu t ion  wi l l  e f fec t i ve l y  address  a l l  waste  s t reams .  Also ,  the  group

ident i f i ed  the  fo l lowing  i n i t i a l  waste  s t reams  as  prob lemat ic :  s ing le -use

p las t i c s ,  packag ing ,  organ ic  waste ,  hazardous  and  tox ic  wastes ,  and

const ruct ion  debr i s .  Based  on  th i s ,  the  Source  Reduct ion  Work ing  Group

proposed  the  fo l lowing  ob ject i ves  fo r  reduc ing  waste  genera t ion :
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According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (2021), a CE is a
systems-focused approach that aims to reduce material use, redesign
products to be less resource-intensive, and recapture “waste” as a
resource to manufacture new products and materials. The desired results
of a CE involve moving beyond our current “take-make-waste” mindset
towards a more sustainable and regenerative economy that decouples
economic growth from the consumption of finite resources (Ellen
Macarthur Foundation, 2022). Objective 1 focuses on how Nevada can
begin to build a CE.

Figure 1 below depicts a summary of a CE model and the general
strategies and tactics that could be used at different stages of a
product’s life. Targeting only one element of the system is not sufficient
to achieve a CE. 

D e v e l o p  a  r o a d m a p  t o  a  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y  ( C E )

Figure 1: The interdependent elements of a circular economy
Adapted partially from Ogunmakinde, Emmanuel. A Review of Circular Economy Development Models in China,

Germany and Japan.  https://doi.org/10.3390/recycling4030027
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I d e n t i f y  a n d  a r t i c u l a t e  N e v a d a ' s  C E  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  b a r r i e r s ,
a n d  p o l i c y  o p t i o n s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  p r o b l e m a t i c  m a t e r i a l s  

E n g a g e  e x p e r t s  f r o m  i n d u s t r y ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  a c a d e m i a
t o  d i s c u s s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  C E  t h i n k i n g ,
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  c i r c u l a r
s t r a t e g i e s
I d e n t i f y  p r i o r i t y  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p r o d u c t s  f o r  w h i c h  a  C E
a p p r o a c h  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l   
I d e n t i f y  f u n d a m e n t a l  a n d  e n a b l i n g  l a w s / p o l i c i e s  t o  c r e a t e
t h e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  s h i f t  t o w a r d s  c i r c u l a r i t y

I n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s e c t o r s  t h a t  a r e  r e s o u r c e - i n t e n s i v e  a n d
d e t e r m i n e  w h e r e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c i r c u l a r i t y  i s  h i g h

C o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l i f e c y c l e  a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e
w h i c h  p r o b l e m a t i c  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  w o u l d  b e s t  b e n e f i t  f r o m
a  C E  a c t i o n  p l a n
P r e p a r e  a n  a c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  e a c h  p r o d u c t  c i r c u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e   
D e s c r i b e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  b e n e f i t s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  a  c i r c u l a r
b u s i n e s s  m o d e l  

D e v e l o p  a s s e s s m e n t  t o o l s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f
C E  i n i t i a t i v e s

I d e n t i f y  b a s e l i n e  c r i t e r i a  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f
s e l e c t e d  p r o d u c t  c i r c u l a r i t y  
D e v e l o p  b e n c h m a r k i n g  f o r  s h o r t -  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s  a n d
m e a s u r e m e n t s

P r o v i d e  p o l i c y m a k e r s  w i t h  a  m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  a c t i o n a b l e
t o o l k i t  t o  h e l p  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  C E

L a y o u t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  c o n s i s t e n t  m e s s a g i n g  n e e d s ,  a n d
t r a d e - o f f s  t h a t  p o l i c y m a k e r s  m u s t  e x a m i n e  w h e n  c r e a t i n g
C E  p o l i c y  
C o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  p o l i c y m a k e r s  t o  u p d a t e
r e g u l a t i o n ,  a l l o c a t e  f u n d s  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  a n d  d e v e l o p
i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  

 

 

 



D e s i g n  p u b l i c  e v e n t s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e  l e s s  w a s t e  

W o r k  w i t h  e v e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  u t i l i z e  r e u s a b l e  f o o d w a r e ,
m o b i l e  w a s h i n g  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  m o b i l e  w a t e r  r e f i l l  s t a t i o n s  
W o r k  w i t h  e v e n t  o r g a n i z e r s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
r e d u c e  s i n g l e - u s e  p l a s t i c  p r o d u c t s  b y  f i n d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s
o r  r e q u i r i n g  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  t o  b e  r e q u e s t e d  

E n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  u s e  o f  r e u s a b l e  f o o d w a r e  i n  h i g h
t r a f f i c  l o c a t i o n s  ( e . g . ,  a i r p o r t s ,  c a s i n o s ,  s c h o o l s ,  t h e a t e r s ,
m a l l s ,  l a r g e  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s )  

P r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  s a f e  a n d
s a n i t a r y  r e u s e  p r o g r a m  f o r  f o o d w a r e  a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  
E n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  r e f i l l  s t a t i o n s  
E l i m i n a t e  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  s i n g l e - u s e  p l a s t i c
p r o d u c t s  b y  f i n d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o r  r e q u i r i n g  t h e s e
p r o d u c t s  t o  b e  r e q u e s t e d  
W o r k  w i t h  c r e d i b l e  g r e e n  b u s i n e s s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s
t o  i n c l u d e  r e u s e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  
S e t  u p  a  G r e e n  S c h o o l  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a n  a n n u a l
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  a  p r i z e  

E n c o u r a g e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  u s e  o f
s i n g l e - u s e  p r o d u c t s  

D e v e l o p  a n d  r u n  a  s t a t e - w i d e  “ P a s s  U p  P l a s t i c s ”  p l e d g e
c a m p a i g n  ( e . g . ,  S a y  n o  t o  t h e  s t r a w ,  p l a s t i c  b a g s ,  a n d
p l a s t i c  c u t l e r y  w h e n  g e t t i n g  t a k e o u t )  
T e a c h  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  m o n e t a r y
c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s i n g l e - u s e  w a s t e  g e n e r a t i o n  
E v a l u a t e  p o l i c y  t h a t  c l a r i f i e s  w h e n  r e c y c l i n g  s y m b o l s
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  o n  p r o d u c t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y
o f  p r o p e r  e n d - o f - l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t
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D e c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s i n g l e - u s e  p l a s t i c ,  t e x t i l e ,  a n d  p a c k a g i n g
w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  N e v a d a  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  l a n d f i l l  

O B J E C T I V E  2



P r o m o t e  c i r c u l a r  d e s i g n  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  ‘ s i n g l e - u s e ’  c h a r a c t e r
o f  t h e  p l a s t i c  o r  t e x t i l e  i n t o  ‘ m u l t i - u s e ’  

D e v e l o p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  l i f e
c y c l e  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  o r  p l a s t i c  
P r o v i d e  a  h u b  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  a n d  p a r t n e r  
P r o m o t e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  h a v e  f o u n d  i n n o v a t i v e  w a y s  t o
c r e a t e  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  s i n g l e - u s e  p l a s t i c  o r  t e x t i l e s  
R e d u c e  a n d  e d u c a t e  a b o u t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  r e u s e
s u c h  a s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o r  ‘ c o m b i n a t i o n  p r o d u c t s ’  
P r o m o t e  a n d  e d u c a t e  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  r e p a i r  
P r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  g r a s s - r o o t s  p r o g r a m s  e n g a g e d  i n
c i r c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  s c a l e  
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E n c o u r a g e  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  g r e e n  c h e m i c a l  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n
i n d u s t r y  ( e . g . ,  u s i n g  l e s s  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s )

E x p l o r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  g r e e n  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r
i n d u s t r y  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  s u c h  a s  E P A ' s  S a f e r  C h o i c e  -  C e r t i f i e d
P r o d u c t s   
P r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  o n  t h e  b e n e f i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g
m a k i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  c a s e  f o r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  c a s e
s t u d i e s  o r  p e e r  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s  
P r o v i d e  a  r e s o u r c e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  d a t a b a s e  s o  t h a t
b u s i n e s s e s  c a n  l e a r n  h o w  t o  s u b s t i t u t e ,  w h a t  c o s t s / s a v i n g s
m a y  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  p e e r  n e t w o r k i n g  t o
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  

R e d u c e  h o u s e h o l d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  u s e  o f
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  h o u s e h o l d s  

R e s e a r c h  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  h o u s e h o l d s  t o  p u r c h a s e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y  c h e m i c a l s  ( e . g . ,  – s w i t c h  p o o l s  a n d
h o t  t u b s  t o  m i n e r a l / s a l t  w a t e r )  
P r o v i d e  o n l i n e  r e s o u r c e s  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  h o u s e h o l d  c h e m i c a l  p r o d u c t s  

D e c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  N e v a d a
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E n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  s e c t o r s  t o  a d o p t
s o u r c e  r e d u c t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e
h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  

C o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o
i d e n t i f y  e f f e c t i v e  s o u r c e  r e d u c t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  ( e . g . ,  i m p r o v e d
r i n s i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i m p r o v e d  m a i n t e n a n c e
s c h e d u l i n g / p r o c e d u r e s ,  b e t t e r  i n v e n t o r y  c o n t r o l ,  r a w
m a t e r i a l s  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  i m p r o v e d  p r o c e s s  a n a l y s i s  s y s t e m )  
P r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c a s e  s t u d i e s  h i g h l i g h t i n g  c o s t  s a v i n g s
f o r  w a s t e  m i n i m i z a t i o n  a n d  s h o w c a s e  N e v a d a  c o m p a n i e s  
D e v e l o p  p e e r  n e t w o r k  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  s h a r e  b e s t
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  i d e a s  f o r  r e d u c i n g  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  
I n c e n t i v i z e  Z e r o  W a s t e  p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s
a n d / o r  f i n a n c i a l  g r a n t s  

D e v e l o p  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  e c o l o g y  ( o r  c i r c u l a r )  s y s t e m  f o r  i n d u s t r y
t o  f i n d  w a y s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  p r o d u c t s  c a n  b e
u s e d  a s  u s e f u l  p r o d u c t s  i n  a n o t h e r  p r o c e s s

I m p r o v e  a c c e s s  t o  H o u s e h o l d  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  ( H H W )
c o l l e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s

A d d r e s s  d a t a  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  g a p s  i n  N e v a d a ' s  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  a n d
d i v e r s i o n  e f f o r t s
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T h e  S o u r c e  R e d u c t i o n  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  f o u n d  t h a t  N e v a d a  h a s
l i m i t e d  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  i t s  w a s t e  s t r e a m s ,  d i v e r s i o n  e f f o r t s ,  a n d
m a t e r i a l s  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t r a t e g i e s
h i g h l i g h t  j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  d a t a  g a p s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d .

C o n d u c t  a  l a r g e - s c a l e  w a s t e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  s t u d y  i n  N e v a d a

R e q u i r e  a l l  c o u n t i e s  t o  r e p o r t  r e c y c l i n g  d a t a  a n d  p r o v i d e  c l e a r
a n d  p r e c i s e  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  e n t i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t



I m p r o v e  a c c e s s  t o  d a t a  o n  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  w i t h i n  N e v a d a
C r e a t e  a  c e n t r a l  h u b ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e ,
a n d / o r  d a s h b o a r d  a b o u t  N e v a d a ' s  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  a n d
d i v e r s i o n  e f f o r t s

C o l l e c t  o r  f i n d  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  w a s t e
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h

P a r t n e r  w i t h  h i g h e r  l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  d i s t r i c t s ,  w a s t e
h a u l e r s ,  c a s i n o s ,  a n d  n o n - p r o f i t s  t o  p r o v i d e  d a t a  a n d / o r  d o
r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  t o  s o l i d  w a s t e  a n d  d i v e r s i o n

C o l l e c t  d a t a  s u r r o u n d i n g  s i n g l e - u s e  p l a s t i c  u s e  a n d  w a s t e

C l o s e  d a t a  g a p s  i n  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  g e n e r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
S m a l l  Q u a n t i t y  G e n e r a t o r s ,  V e r y  S m a l l  Q u a n t i t y  G e n e r a t o r s ,
a n d  H o u s e h o l d  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e

C o n d u c t  l i f e c y c l e  a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o
m a n a g e  m a t e r i a l s / p r o d u c t s  

3 5

S o u r c e  R e d u c t i o n

D e c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  d e s i g n ,
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p h a s e s  i n  N e v a d a
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C o n s i d e r  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  d e m o l i t i o n  p h a s e  /  P l a n  f o r
d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e f o r e  d e m o l i t i o n

S u p p o r t  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t e a m s  t h r o u g h
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t i o n
E n c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  o f  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o o l s  s u c h  a s  E P A
R a p i d  A s s e s s m e n t  T o o l
S e t  u p  a  c e n t r a l  f a c i l i t y  f o r  d e c o n s t r u c t e d  m a t e r i a l s  t o  b e
p u r c h a s e d  o r  r e - u s e d  -  a  “ s u s t a i n a b l e  r e s o u r c e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
f a c i l i t y ”  t o  s u p p o r t  r e u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l s
S e t  u p  t a x  b e n e f i t s  f o r  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( t a x  b e n e f i t s  f o r
d o n a t i o n s ,  a v o i d a n c e  o f  t a x e s  o n  s a l e  o f  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m
d e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e t c . )
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S o u r c e  R e d u c t i o n
E n c o u r a g e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t
r e d u c e  m a t e r i a l  w a s t e

I n c e n t i v i z e  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n  t h a t  u s e s  s t a n d a r d  m a t e r i a l
s i z e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  c u t - o f f s
P r o m o t e  a n d  w o r k  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e r s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  p r e -
c u t  s e r v i c e s  a n d  u s e  t h e  c u t - o f f s  i n  h o u s e  

E n c o u r a g e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t
r e d u c e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  r e s o u r c e  w a s t e  ( e n e r g y ,  w a t e r ,  e t c )

I n c e n t i v i z e  s i t e  a n d  c l i m a t e  a n a l y s i s  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h e m a t i c
d e s i g n  p h a s e  s o  g r e e n  s t r a t e g i e s  c a n  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  e a r l y
E d u c a t e  a b o u t  p a s s i v e  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  e n e r g y -
e f f i c i e n t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
P r o m o t e  a n d  i n c e n t i v i z e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  w a l k a b l e
c o m m u n i t i e s
C r e a t e  t r a n s i t - o r i e n t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  h i g h - d e n s i t y
c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  m i x e d - u s e  l i v e - w o r k - p l a y
e n v i r o n m e n t s
P r o m o t e  a n d  i n c e n t i v i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  v a r i o u s  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y
f r a m e w o r k s  

E v a l u a t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s
L e a d e r s h i p  i n  E n e r g y  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D e s i g n  ( L E E D ) ,
E c o D i s t r i c t s ,  o r  L i v i n g  F u t u r e  I n s t i t u t e

E v a l u a t e  p o l i c i e s / i m p e d i m e n t s  t o  g r a y - w a t e r  r e u s e  s y s t e m s  
E v a l u a t e  p o l i c i e s / i m p e d i m e n t s  t o  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  a c c e s s
o r  s h a r e d  c o m m u n i t y  s y s t e m s  
S e t  a n d  a c h i e v e  c o n s e n s u s - b a s e d  t a r g e t s  f o r  r e s o u r c e s  a n d
c a r b o n  u s e
C r e a t e  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i c i e s  s u c h  a s  g r e e n  b u i l d i n g  m a n d a t e s ,
i n c e n t i v e s ,  h y b r i d  v e h i c l e  p l u g - i n s ,  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  n e t
p o s i t i v e  p r o d u c t i o n
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R e f e r e n c e s
E l l e n  M a c a r t h u r  F o u n d a t i o n .  ( 2 0 2 2 ) .  W h a t  i s  a  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y ?  h t t p s : / / e l l e n
m a c a r t h u r f o u n d a t i o n . o r g / t o p i c s / c i r c u l a r - e c o n o m y - i n t r o d u c t i o n / o v e r v i e w

E P A .  ( 2 0 2 1 ) .  W h a t  i s  a  C i r c u l a r  E c o n o m y ?  h t t p s : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e c y c l i n g s t r a t e g y /  w h a t -
c i r c u l a r - e c o n o m y # : ~ : t e x t = A % 2 0 c i r c u l a r % 2 0 e c o n o m y % 2 C % 2 0 a s % 2 0 d e f i n e d ,
t h e i r % 2 0 h i g h e s t % 2 0 v a l u e % 2 0 f o r % 2 0 a s  

"I joined the Partners for a Sustainable Nevada to aid in
the hard work of finding sustainable solutions and

practices for our businesses, communities, and people
so that our natural resources are better protected and

our communities can thrive now and in the future."

Elizabeth Futch, Co-Chair

"I grew up in an environment where almost everything
we used was either reused or repurposed or returned to

the earth in some form with very little waste. 
 Households didn't usually have a waste bin and single-

use products were unheard of. This was less than 30
years ago.  We now live in a world where creating more

of everything to accommodate a use-and-throw
culture is the norm. But this is not sustainable and it

pains me to think about the waste-filled world we'll be
leaving for our future generations.  I truly believe that
curtailing this excessive use at the source, whether it's

at the extraction stage or manufacturing or at the
consumer end, is possible. Rich or poor, we all have a

stake in the future of our planet, and together, we can
make the changes required to create less waste. I

joined the NDEP initiative to do my part and hope to
inspire others." 

Lakshmi Albright, Chair
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C H A I R :  C H R I S  L Y N C H ,  U N R  B U S I N E S S  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P R O G R A M
C O - C H A I R :  N O A H  R O T R O F F ,  T H E  S I E R R A  C L U B

The  Sus ta inab i l i t y  Work ing  Group  focused  on  l ook ing  at

sus ta inab i l i t y  f rom  a  30 ,000 - foot  v iew  and  f ind ing  ways  to  i n tegra te

mul t ip le  e f fo r t s  together  to  ach ieve  a  more  synerg i s t i c  e f fec t  fo r

sus ta inab i l i t y  i n  Nevada .  Severa l  top ics  are  i nc luded  i n

sus ta inab i l i t y ,  and  th i s  group  was  tasked  with  br ing ing  together  the

many  ent i t i e s  who  are  work ing  on  sus ta inab i l i t y - re la ted  pro jec t s .

The  overa rch ing  goa l s  were  to  h igh l ight  the  e f fo r t s  that  are

cur rent l y  underway  and  br ing  to  at tent ion  what  areas  of  concern

need  he lp  and  resources .  Based  on  th i s  i n fo rmat ion ,  the

Sus ta inab i l i t y  Group  proposed  the  fo l lowing  ob ject i ves :   



A m p l i f y  a n d  s c a l e  e x i s t i n g  e f f e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  a
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y

Increase public access to the information about their local water
supply, water demand, and best practices

Create a central information source that can answer the following

questions :

“Where does my water come from?”

“How is our water supply being used?”

Collect and showcase data – water consumption by sectors

(residential ,  commercial ,  industrial ,  agricultural) and historical

trends in use

Identify industries and sectors that commonly use large amounts

of fresh water and promote alternative methods and source

reduction methods

Coordinate a working group with water suppliers, the state
water engineer, and regulatory agencies to identify shared
water conservation and sustainability goals for water in Nevada

Create a forum for sharing best practices within the context of

water supply issues being different in different parts of Nevada ;

what works best and where

Coordinate with the University of Reno (UNR) to develop a

network addressing water issues for rural and urban stakeholders

Identify where measures are needed to balance growth with

availability

Create alignment of economic development goals and

initiatives with water suppliers ;  engage economic development

authorities

Examine AB 356 from the 81st Legislative session

Identify and support ongoing projects in the state, for example,
Nevada Water at the UNR

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
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Identify existing regulations to be amended and new regulations
to be implemented:

Conduct a regulatory review and analyze industry-specific uses of

water for potential reduction solutions ,  especially when it comes

to fresh water :

Requiring recycled water when freshwater is not necessary

(e .g . ,  evaluating the use of freshwater in dust suppression)

Water for cooling for large data centers

Encourage the installation of separate indoor vs .  outdoor meters

This allows domestic and industrial users to track consumption

and identify and tackle targeted reduction measures

Incentivize water use reductions based on local considerations

Switch to pricing structures that emphasize conservation (e .g . ,

credits that reward reduction ,  fees that increase with

consumption)

Take greater measures to promote and advertise those
businesses that are acting as leaders in water sustainability

Highlight leaders

identify and break down barriers to widespread adoption of

conservation and efficiency measures

Put a higher emphasis (e .g . ,  tech and financial assistance) on

those smaller and local businesses with less capital/revenue ,  and

therefore less opportunity ,  to implement potentially costly green

initiatives

We recognize that most of the above set of options are mainly focused

on water supply ,  not water quality .  Maintaining ,  improving ,  and

enforcing water quality are extremely important issues that work in

tandem with conservation ,  and the working group plans to have a

greater focus on drinking water regulations ,  wastewater treatment

standards ,  water pollution ,  and degradation issues in the future .



I m p r o v e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  c o u n t y ,  c i t y ,  a n d
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  K - 1 2  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  p r i v a t e
b u s i n e s s  

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
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4 1

R e c o m m e n d  a  s t a t u t o r y  m a n d a t e  a n d  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  a
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e v a d a  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  s t a t e
a g e n c i e s

U s e  t h e  p l a n  t o  i m p r o v e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s t a t e - l e v e l
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n n i n g  w i t h  c i t y  a n d  c o u n t y  l e v e l
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n n i n g  a t
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s

I d e n t i f y  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e  e x i s t i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n s  a n d
s t r a t e g i e s

A n a l y z e  p l a n s  f o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  w e l l  a s
l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  t o  d a t e
I d e n t i f y  c u r r e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f
e x i s t i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n s  a n d  h e l p  d e v e l o p  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d
t a c t i c s  t h a t  t h e  P S N  m e m b e r s  c a n  t a k e  t o  a d v a n c e
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n n i n g  t o  a c t u a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a c t i o n
P u b l i c l y  h i g h l i g h t  e x i s t i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n
p l a n s

P r o p o s e  a  p r i v a t e - s e c t o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y
p l a n n i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  p r o g r a m  a n d / o r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p l a n n i n g
c h a l l e n g e

S u p p o r t  a  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  m e n t o r i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t e c h n i c a l
a s s i s t a n c e  e f f o r t  f o r  s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m - s i z e d  b u s i n e s s e s
t h r o u g h  U N R  B u s i n e s s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o g r a m

A m e n d  N e v a d a  s t a t u t o r y  p l a n n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a t  N R S
2 7 8 . 1 6 0  t o  i n c l u d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  g o a l s  a n d
o b j e c t i v e s



I n c r e a s e  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c l e a n  e n e r g y
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a c r o s s  N e v a d a  -  L i n k i n g  t h e  i n n o v a t o r s  t o  t h e
p o l i c y m a k e r s

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
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I d e n t i f y  s t a t e - l e g i s l a t e d  g o a l s  f o r  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  a n d  e n e r g y
e f f i c i e n c y

C r e a t e  a n d  d i s p l a y  a  “ t i c k e r ”  f o r  a c t u a l  p r o g r e s s  v e r s u s  t h e
g o a l s  o n  a  d a s h b o a r d  o n  t h e  n e w  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  w e b s i t e

E n g a g e  N V  E n e r g y ,  S o u t h w e s t  G a s ,  R u r a l  E l e c t r i c  C o - o p s ,  a n d
G o v e r n o r ’ s  O f f i c e  o f  E n e r g y  i n  t h e  P S N  e n e r g y - r e l a t e d
o b j e c t i v e ( s )

S u p p o r t  N V  E n e r g y  g r e e n  l o o p  f o r  c l e a n  e n e r g y

A n a l y z e  t h e  g a p s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  f o r  c l e a n  e n e r g y
t e c h n o l o g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  N e v a d a  a n d  

C o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  c u r r e n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e s e
t e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c o m m o n  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  n e e d s
w h i c h  i f  a l l e v i a t e d  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  f l o u r i s h  a n d  g r o w
E s t a b l i s h  a n  i n d u s t r y  s t a k e h o l d e r  g r o u p  t h a t  w o r k s  t o  i d e n t i f y
( w i t h  t h e  P S N  a s  a  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  i n n o v a t o r s  a n d
p o l i c y m a k e r s ) :

P o t e n t i a l  i n c e n t i v e s
B e n e f i c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  p o l i c i e s  c h a n g e s
F i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  n e e d s :  g r a n t s ,  l o a n s ,  t a x  c r e d i t s ,  e t c .

C r e a t e  s t a k e h o l d e r  g r o u p s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  b a r r i e r s  t o
i n c r e a s e d  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  c l e a n  e n e r g y  a n d  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y  b y
m a j o r  s e c t o r s :

G o v e r n m e n t
B u s i n e s s  &  I n d u s t r y
N o n - p r o f i t s
P r i v a t e  C o n s u m e r s  ( S i n g l e  F a m i l y / M u l t i f a m i l y  S t r u c t u r e s )
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C o n t i n u e  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f
p r o v e n  g r e e n  t e c h n o l o g y  ( e . g . ,  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  o f
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  s o l a r )

D e t e r m i n e  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  c l e a n  e n e r g y  p r o d u c t
r e c y c l i n g

C l e a n ,  g r e e n ,  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  d i s p o s a l  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  o f  l i t h i u m
b a t t e r i e s  a n d  s o l a r  p a n e l s

I n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  e x p l o r e  g r a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t e d
t o  m i c r o g r i d s .  n a t u r e  c o n s e r v a n c y ,  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  m i n i n g
l a n d s

U S  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  g r a n t s

R e s e a r c h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  w o r k  o n  s o u r c e s  o f
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  ( e . g . ,  b i o f u e l ,  h y d r o g e n ,  w i n d ,  g e o t h e r m a l )

M i t i g a t e  i n e q u i t i e s  a n d  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  a n d
o u t c o m e s  f o r  a l l  N e v a d a n s

O B J E C T I V E  4

Create a task force to identify policies and funding priorities to
ensure equitable access to:

Clean air and clean water for all Nevadans

Clean and healthy food

Energy efficiency resources ,  including in multifamily dwellings

Renewable energy resources

Green spaces

Ensure equity considerations, including cost considerations, are
included as guiding principles in the development of state
climate strategies so solutions are just and equitable
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S u s t a i n a b i l i t y
Collect and analyze data to baseline existing inequities and
disparities in environmental impacts and outcomes and develop
recommended policies and programs to correct identified
inequities

Establish stakeholder workshops to identify and address
environmental, energy, and other sustainability needs in
underserved communities

Examples can include organizations such as the Nevada

Environmental Justice Coalition ,  UNR Cooperative Extension ,  and

other community representatives

Pursue legislation to ensure equity and justice considerations be
considered in environmental and development permitting
decisions so negative impacts of growth do not
disproportionately affect disadvantaged communities

Prioritize funding and training resources to develop a clean and
equitable workforce in the sustainability sector

R e d u c e  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  i n  N e v a d a  b y  h e l p i n g
c o m m u n i c a t e ,  a d v a n c e ,  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  2 0 2 0  S t a t e  C l i m a t e
S t r a t e g y / N e v a d a  C l i m a t e  I n i t i a t i v e

O B J E C T I V E  5

Identify goals and strategies in the 2020 State Climate Strategy
where the PSN can provide recommendations and assist with
implementation

Develop a clearinghouse - include what’s being done already,
share information with rural areas to spur conversation, and look
at what comparable cities and states are doing to benchmark



4 5

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y
Investigate specific opportunities for emissions reductions,
mitigation measures, and create stakeholder groups

Industry stakeholder group – to arrive at incentives 

Reduce emissions from the transportation sector

Increase use of public transport 

Reduce vehicle miles traveled in public and private fleets and

encourage alternative fuel use

Reduce vehicle miles traveled in private vehicles and encourage

alternate fuel use

Explore opportunities to support education ,  industry and job

development ,  incentives and legislative requirements for

electrification of new and existing buildings

Provide information and links to electric vehicle infrastructure (e .g . ,

charging)

Evaluate land-use options such as open space ,  soils ,  carbon sinks ,

etc .  (e .g . ,  carbon credits)

Reduce emissions associated with wastes and landfills

Increase state-federal communications to stay up-to-date on
sustainability and climate change developments

"Without a doubt, environmental sustainability is an
issue of our time for business and economic

development in Nevada. When NDEP announced the
Partners for a Sustainable Nevada initiative, I had to
get involved. This partnership initiative is leading and

setting the course in all aspects of sustainability for
Nevada’s future: waste, water, air, social equity, and

climate change. "

Chris Lynch, Chair
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N e x t  S t e p s

Now ,  the  working  groups  will  move

on  to  the  next  phase  –  the  selection

and  implementation  of  various

options .  After  the  Chairs  and  Co-

Chairs  select  which  options  to  f irst

focus  on ,  the  working  groups  will

begin  to  develop  and  implement

programs ,  policies ,  outreach

campaigns ,  and  other  sustainabil ity

projects .  We  look  forward  to  the

developments  that  come  to  fruit ion

and  the  posit ive  impacts  they  will

have  on  Nevada ’s  sustainabil ity  and

future .   

This  Menu  of  Options  has  set  a

foundation  for  enhancing

sustainabil ity  throughout  the  state .

The  working  groups  have  identif ied

and  characterized  different

challenges  and  opportunities  in

Nevada  and  have  found  a  variety  of

solution  options  to  address  these

challenges  and  capital ize  on  the

opportunities .  Furthermore ,  they

have  started  to  build  a  strong

network  of  sustainabil ity  experts ,

government  agencies ,  and

sustainabil ity-minded  businesses

and  non-profits .   
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C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n

General Email 

SustainableNV@NevadaDEP .com  

YouTube Channel

https : / /www .youtube .com /channel /UC6o
_A0AzIaafLDX-8UTRfGQ

Webpage

https : / /ndep .nv .gov / land /waste /bsmm-
strategic-plan /partners- for-a-
sustainable-nevada  

Future Sustainable NV Webpage

https : / /ndep .nv .gov /nevada-recycles  

Organics  Management
Policy  Change  and  Funding
Sustainabil ity

Education  and  Outreach  
Recycling
Source  Reduction

Kayla Alm
Kalm@ndep .nv .gov  

NDEP  Facil itator  for  the  fol lowing
Working  Groups :  

Bree Case
Bcase@ndep .nv .gov  

NDEP  Facil itator  for  the  fol lowing
Working  Groups :  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6o_A0AzIaafLDX-8UTRfGQ
https://ndep.nv.gov/land/waste/bsmm-strategic-plan/partners-for-a-sustainable-nevada
https://ndep.nv.gov/land/waste/bsmm-strategic-plan/partners-for-a-sustainable-nevada
https://ndep.nv.gov/nevada-recycles
https://ndep.nv.gov/nevada-recycles

