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News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia eric.stinnett@lcmsintl.org

DID YOU KNOW...?
Mursi women in southern
Ethiopia near the border of
Sudan insert plates into
their lips—a sign of beauty.

FACEBOOK: We

are on Facebook! However, it
is unavailable to us right now
in Ethiopia. We’ll start post-
ing again when we are able to
do so. Thank you for your
continued prayers.

The Evangel in Ethiopia
WraBBing UB Semesters and Presents

Mekane Yesus Seminary—The first term of
teaching is over. The last week of December
was the final week of the semester here at
Mekane Yesus Seminary. Ethiopians cele-
brate Christmas in January, so their school
calendar runs a little later than ours. I spent
the last two weeks of the month giving final
exams, collecting the last papers and assign-
ments and doing a lot of grading. While
grading papers isn’t all that exciting in itself,
it has been very rewarding to see what the
students have learned and how well they un-
derstand what they were taught.

The thing that struck me most this month,
however, was talking to the men about their
plans for Christmas break. The vast majority
; g e of my students are married, and most with
ik e children as well. The school has no housing
Above: Luke, Naomi and Rachael—  for married students and the scholarships

blessed Christmas! (below) Our first  qon’t account for supporting a family. For
Ethiopian Christmas play most of my students, that means they have to
leave their families behind when they come
to seminary. Most of them have not seen their families since they left home to
come to MYS to start the semester. They now have two weeks to go home, visit
their families and get back to MYS to start winter intensive courses. Every one of
them has been missing their families and are excited to see them over the break.
The sacrifices these men are making, the commitment they have to studying
God’s Word and their desire to serve the church to their best ability is truly im-
pressive. Please keep them and their families in your prayers throughout the New
Year. Blessings to you this Christmas season and throughout the New Year!

Bl hristmas and Ha Year

~d A blessed Christmas to all of you and Christ’s Peace be

| with you. We are so thankful and humbled to be bringing
« the Lord’s Word to the students/pastors here in Addis
{7 Ababa, Ethiopia at the seminary. God has been full of

#7| grace towards us as we have celebrated our first Christ-
mas here so far from home. Greetings in the name of the
Christ Child from our home here in Ethiopia to you and
all of your loved ones and to the churches from all of us

2 3 here. With Joy in Christ, %Lk
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Amharicthis is our language. To give Christmas or
New Year’s greeting you would say: A0, 7 ARZATU (ankwan

&
~
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adarrasacChu). It means “Even you have ushered in (the holiday)!”




What Have We Been Doing Lately?

T -

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

-our country of Ethiopia = A visit ¢
-that the Lord will meet the : N s thev gble
need to train 10,000 new 7 E '

pastors for MYS

-Eric and Dr. Rabe as they
finish grading and start pre-
paring for the next semester
-that God will continue to
uphold our team in Addis
-needed Amharic cate-
chisms from LHF

-steady improvement and
understanding Ambharic
-Ethiopian hymnal project
-continued good health
GIVE THANKS FOR:
-all of our students here
who dedicate their time and
lives to the study of God’s
eternal Word

-a happy Christmas for our
mission team

-continued support for our
work here

PRAISE GOD FOR: ClOSing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His
-the many congregations people. We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him
and individuals who pray (the eunuch) and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked,
for us, ﬁncourage and part- “Do you understand what you are reading?” 3! And he said, “How can
ner with us . 29 . . D
_the leaders of the EECMY I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8.?‘)’0ff ) Thank o i Jesus
and LCMS who work to- Name for your support of the work which God has laid before us.
gether to the glory of God
-interim professors who s s s s
Missions Anyone? To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either:
There are many Mission Central The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
opportunities to serve as c/o Gary W. Thies P.O. Box 66861
short-term or GEO mission- 40718 Highway E 16 OR St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
aries. Check out the current Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 Checks payable to: LCMS
lisfandidommioadian apph— Checks payable to: Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia
cation at lcms.org/service. o ; } '

Mission Central Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett

Click on “Service Opportu- S o
nities.” Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia



