
Rule 703. Educational Requirements 
 Every applicant seeking admission to the bar on examination shall meet the following 
educational requirements: 
 (a) Preliminary and College Work. Each applicant shall have graduated from a four-year 
high school or other preparatory school whose graduates are admitted on diploma to the freshman 
class of any college or university having admission requirements equivalent to those of the 
University of Illinois, or shall have become otherwise eligible for admission to such freshman 
class; and shall have satisfactorily completed at least 90 semester hours of acceptable college work, 
while in actual attendance at one or more colleges or universities approved by the Board of 
Admissions to the Bar. In lieu of such preliminary or college work, the board may, after due 
investigation, accept the satisfactory completion of the program or curriculum of a particular 
college or university. Proof of preliminary education may be made either by diploma showing 
graduation or by certificate that the applicant has become eligible for admission to such college or 
university, signed by the registrar thereof. Proof of the satisfactory completion of college work 
may be made by certificate, signed by the registrar of the college or university, that the applicant 
has satisfactorily completed the required college work. In lieu of the diploma and certificates 
described herein, the board may accept, as proof of the preliminary and college work required 
herein, a certificate from an approved law school that the law school has on file proof of such 
preliminary and college work. 
 (b) Legal Education. After the completion of both the preliminary and college work above 
set forth in paragraph (a) of this rule, each applicant shall have pursued a course of law studies and 
fulfilled the requirements for and received a first degree in law from a law school approved by the 
American Bar Association. Each applicant shall make proof that he has completed such law study 
and received a degree, in such manner as the Board of Admissions to the Bar shall require. 
 

Amended September 28, 1977, effective October 15, 1977; amended September 14, 1984, effective 
September 14, 1984; amended June 12, 1992, effective July 1, 1992. 
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