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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

VIA FEDEX AND EMAIL November 1, 2017

Roger Andoh

Freedom of Information Officer

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road, N.E., Building 57, Room MS D-54
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Fax: (404) 235-1852

Email: FOIARequests@cdc.gov

Re:  Studies supporting CDC'’s claim “Vaccines Do Not Cause Autism” located on its
website that at https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/autism.htmi

Dear Mr. Andoh:

This firm represents Informed Consent Action Network (“ICAN”). On behalf of ICAN,
we are requesting records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552, as
amended) (“FOIA”).

By this letter, please produce the following records at the above referenced address in
electronic form on a CD or DVD:

1. All reports, scientific studies, and any other documents the CDC relies upon to
support the assertion “Vaccines Do Not Cause Autism” located on its website at
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/autism.html (a copy of this webpage
is appended hereto as Exhibit A).

We ask that you waive any and all fees or charges related to this request pursuant to 5
U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4)(A)(iii). ICAN is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to
raise public awareness about vaccine safety and to provide the public with information necessary
to give informed consent. As part of their mission, ICAN actively investigates and disseminates
information regarding vaccine safety issues. The information that we are requesting will not
contribute to commercial activities.
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Please note that FOIA provides that if only a portion of a requested file is exempted from
release, the remainder must still be released. Please also describe any deleted or withheld material
in detail and specify the statutory basis for any denial as well as your reasons for believing that an
alleged statutory justification applies. Please also separately state your reasons for not invoking
your discretionary powers to release any requested documents in the public interest. Such
statements may help to avoid unnecessary appeal and litigation. ICAN of course reserves all rights
to appeal the withholding or deletion of any information.

Access to the requested records should be granted within twenty (20) business days from
the date of your receipt of this letter. Failure to respond in a timely manner shall be viewed as a
denial of this request and ICAN may immediately file an administrative appeal.

If you would like to discuss our request or any issues raised in this letter, please feel free
to contact me at (212) 532-1091 during normal business hours. Thank you for your time and
attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Aaron Siri, Esq.
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Vaccines Do Not Cause Autism

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental disability that is caused by differences in

how the brain functions. People with ASD may communicate, interact, behave, and learnin
different ways. Recent estimates from CDC’s Autism and Developmental Disabilities
Monitoring Network found that about 1 in 68 children have been identified with ASD in
communities across the United States. CDC is committed to providing essential data on ASD,

searching for causes of and factors that increase the risk for ASD, and developing resources
that help identify children with ASD as early as possible.

There is no link between vaccines and autism.

Some people have had concerns that ASD might be linked to the vaccines children receive, but
studies have shown that there is no link between receiving vaccines and developing ASD. In 2011,
an Institute of Medicine (IOM) report (http://nationalacademies.org/HMD/Reports/2011/Adverse-
Effects-of-Vaccines-Evidence-and-Causality.aspx) on eight vaccines given to children and adults

found that with rare exceptions, these vaccines are very safe.

A 2013 CDC study [PDF - 204 KB] (http://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(13)00144-3/pdf?
ext=.pdf) added to the research showing that vaccines do not cause ASD. The study looked at the
number of antigens (substances in vaccines that cause the body’s immune system to produce

disease-fighting antibodies) from vaccines during the first two years of life. The results showed that
the total amount of antigen from vaccines received was the same between children with ASD and
those that did not have ASD.

Vaccine ingredients do not cause autism.

One vaccine ingredient that has been studied specifically is thimerosal, a mercury-based
preservative used to prevent contamination of multidose vials of vaccines. Research shows that
thimerosal does not cause ASD. In fact, a 2004 scientific review

(http://nationalacademies.org/HMD/Reports/2004/Immunization-Safety-Review-Vaccines-and-
Autism.aspx) by the IOM concluded that “the evidence favors rejection of a causal relationship
between thimerosal-containing vaccines and autism.” Since 2003, there have been nine CDC-




funded or conducted studies  [PDF - 357 kB] that have found no link between thimerosal-containing

vaccines and ASD, as well as no link between the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine and
ASD in children.

Between 1999 and 2001, thimerosal was removed or reduced to trace amounts in all childhood
vaccines except for some flu vaccines. This was done as part of a broader national effort to reduce
all types of mercury exposure in children before studies were conducted that determined that
thimerosal was not harmful. It was done as a precaution. Currently, the only childhood vaccines that
contain thimerosal are flu vaccines packaged in multidose vials. Thimerosal-free alternatives are
also available for flu vaccine. For more information, see the Timeline for Thimerosal in Vaccines.

Besides thimerosal, some people have had concerns about other vaccine ingredients in relation to

ASD as well. However, no links have been found between any vaccine ingredients and ASD.
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More Information

Facts About Autism Spectrum Disorders

Fact Sheet: Understanding Thimerosal, Mercury, and Vaccine Safety  [PDF - 300 KB]
IOM Report: Adverse Effects of Vaccines: Evidence and Causality, 2011

Timeline: Thimerosal in Vaccines (1999-2010)

Frequently Asked Questions about Thimerosal
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